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"The = of the Datht to be ny ＋ 7 
the Church-Wardens and Side- men 


VV orceſter, 


Ou ſhall Swear, after diligent enquiry, 
ro make a true anſwer, according to 
your knowledge, unto the Articles in 
this Book now given you in Charge ; and 
to preſent ſuch of your Pariſh as are Offen. 
ders therein, contrary to the duty they owe 
to God and the Laws Eccleſiaſticall: and this 
you ſhall do, as in the ſight of God, uprightly |, 
and truly. 80 help you God 


of every Pariſh in the Dioceſe of Þ 
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To the M .niſters Church-Wardens, and Side- 
| men of every Pic within the Dioceſe of 
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By the Right Reverend Father in God, 


JOHN R 
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f Viſieation and Enquiry, &c. 


1170 L 
Concerning Churches or Chappels, with the Orna- 
ments and Furniture belonging to them. 


D your Church-Fabrick - (oz Chappel) 
with all things appertaining to it, kept in 
god repair within and without, with ſuch 
cleanlineſſe, decency and oꝛder, as beco- 
meththe houſe dedicated to the Publick 
Wozgſhip — ſolemn ſervice of God ? 

II. Bath any part of them, oz any thing belonging to 
them been ſold oz embezelled ? when ? and by whom? 

III. Is there in your Church oꝛ Chappel an handſome 
Font of Stone, ſtanding in a convenient place, with a god 
cover to it, fo2 the Adminiffcation of Bapciſme ? Js there 
alſo a decent Communion-Table, witha fair Carpet of 
Dilk oz fine Cloth, alſo a fine linnen covering to be nſed 
at the holy Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper? What 
Cup, Chalice, Patin, oz Flagons have pou belonging to 
that Service? 

IV. Pave yon in por Ch mY Chappel)a convenient 
Pew foz your > decent Tia vine Service in? Alſo a 
pulpit, with a decent __ Cuſhion ? Pave _ 


I, 
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large Folio Bible of the lat Tranſlation, with two Books 
of Common-Pzayer well bound, one fo2 the Pinilker, the 
other fo2 the Cluk? Have yu the Bok of Homilies (et 
fo2th by Auth-aity ; allo the Bek of Canons, and a Table 
of allowed deg: e in Parxiage? 

v. Vave pou a Regiiier Book of Parchment foz all that 
are Chrutned, Marricd, and Buried in your Pariſh, in 
which are ſet down the names of the parties, with the Day, 
Poneth and Prat o each Chriſtning, Marriage, and Bu⸗ 
rial? Js: the cranſcript of theſe every pear within one 
moneth afte: Parch 2 5 ,b2ought in to the Bichops Regillry? 

VI. Have p2ua Paper-Book, in which the names of 
rangers that Peach oz Dfficiate in pour Church oz 
Chappel ace ſet down; and another Bak foz pour 
Chucch⸗wardens accounts. 

VII. Yave you a fair Surplice and other Dmaments, 
accoꝛd ing to his degree,fo2 your Miniſter to uſe in his Pubs 
lick Adminiſtrations, onelp foꝛ ontward decency, order, 
and diſtinction? 

VIII. Have pon aſtreng Cheſt , with Locks and eps, 
wherein the Plate and other Uecſſels, with the Boks and 
Ueſtments belonging to the Church, may be ſafely and 
decently kept? Have pcu a Bier with a black Vecſe-cloth 
fo the decent incerment of the dead? 


—ů— — — — 


ri. 
Concerning the Church:yard, Houſes, Glebes, 
Tithes or Rents belonging tothe Church. 


I. Iz pour Church. yard ſufficiently ſenced with Malls, 
Rails, 02 Pates, and decenily kept f om all annop- 

ance and encroachment -- Are the trees the ein pꝛeſe. ved? 
IT. Is the Manſion- houſe of yt ur Miniſter, with all o⸗ 
ther houſes thereto belonging, kept in go) repair? Pave 
any of them been pulled doſvn oꝛ defaced ? Yath any en⸗ 
eroiched upon the Land thereto belengeng, oz felled the 
Tresthereon growing? III. Have 
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III. Pave pou a perfect Terrier of all Glebe-lands, Gar- 
dens, D2cha:ds, and Tenements belonging to pour Par- 
ſonage 02 Hicarage ? Alſo a particular Liſt of ſuch Penſt- 
ens, Tithes, Kents, Cuſtoms, and other pearly Profits 
within 02 without pour Parich, as belong theceto 2 gre 
any of them withheld from pour Miniſter? and by whom? 

IV. Yave any of the ancient Glebe-lands belonging to 
pour Parſonage 02 Uicarage ben taken away, oz alienated 
by Leaſe, Dale, oz Exchange, without Licenſe from the 
Dzxinary, and the free conſent of the Incumbent ? Have 
any Jncloſures ben made in pour Pariſh to the detriment 
of the Church? 


'T'r2. FEE 
Concerning Miniſters. 


I, 1* pour Miniſter Tpiſcopally Ordained (Deacon oz 
Prieſt) actoꝛding to the Laws of the Realm of Eng- 
land, and the ancient p:acice of the Church univerſall, no 
lelle then of this National Church? 
II. Js he defamed oz ſuſpected to have obtained his 
Orders oꝛ Benefice by any Simontacal compact? 

III. Bath he ben legally Inſtitured and Inducted into 
his Benefice? Did he within two moneths after his 
Induction publickly read in the Church, upn ſome 
Lords-day oꝛ other Holy-day, in the time of Divine Ders 
vice, the 39, Articles of Religion effabliſhed in the 
Church of England? Did he then and there publickly de⸗ 
tlare his aſſent thereunto ? 

IV, Yath your Biniſter been Licenced to officiate by the 
Biſhop of this Dioceſe, 02 either of the two Univerſities? 
Doth he being thus Licenced diligently read Divine 
Dervice, and Preach every Lords- day, in yout Church oz 
Chappel, unlefſe hindered by Dickneſſe 02 reaſonable 
abſence ? and in ſuch caſes doth he pzocure ſome lawful 
Miniſter to read Pzayers, to Peach, and perfo2m other 
Miniſterial duties? V, Doth 
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V. Doth pbur Piniſter Preach ſound DoArine onely , 
both foz Faith and Panners, tending to the Cdifying of 
people in the knowledge of God and their Saviour Jeſgs 
Chzift, acco2ding to the holp rule of the Scripture, and 
the obedience of che Goſpel 2 Do pon know that he hath 
at any time within one years ſpace laſt paſf pzeachsd 
any Falſe, Heretical, Seditious, Scandalous oz Schiſma- 
tical Docttine, thereby to ſeduce people to Error 02 Fa- 
ttion, td the danger of their Souls, and the diſfarbance of 
the Peace of this Church and Kingdom ? 

VI. Doth pour Miniſter in his Pzayer befoze Sermon 
devoutly and diſcreetly commend to the grace of God the 
Church Catholick here on earth, particularly theſe 
Bzitich Kefozmed Churches; alſo the Kings moſt Excel⸗ 
lent Majeſtp, accozding to his juſt and Royal Titles; 
together with all Cſtates Cccleſiaſfical and Civil ? Doth 
he pzaiſe God fo2 the faithful, who have overcome this 
Moꝛld, and are at ret from their labours > Doth he al- 
wayes conclude with the Lozvs Pꝛaper? Doth he in his 
Pꝛaper oz Sermon affeg anp odde oz Fanatick expxiſſi- 
ons, oꝛ exceſſive length ? a 

VII. Doth your Miniſter in the Morning and Evening 
Service, and in the Adminiſtcation of the Melp Sacra⸗ 
ments, and in perfozming of other pablick Religious Offi- 
ces appointed by the Church of England, uſe the re- 
ſpective Forms in the Bok of Common Pzaper, together 
with thole Rices and Ceremonies which are enjoyned in 
this Church, and declared to be not any neceſſary parts 
of Divine Worſhip, but onely things of Decency, Order, 
and Edification, tending to the Peace and Uniformity af 
the Church ? 

VIII. Doth your ꝙtniſter diligentiy examine in the 
Chaxch-Carechiſme the Vouth of pour arich every Lords- 
day in the afternon ? Doth he allo inſtruct others that are 
ignorant in the Fundamental points of Chriftian Religi- 
on? Doth he pzepare and, as octaſton is offered, preſenc 
the Youth ſo inf£cueted to the Biſhop, to be Confirmed by 
the laying on of his hands, with P2aper and I 
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in that faith they p2:feſſe, accozding to the Pzimitive 
pꝛactice of the Church of Chaiſtꝰ Doth he endeavour to res 
daim all Popiſh Recuſancs, and other Sectaties in pour 
Pacith, to the true Religion eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
England ? 

IK. Is your Piniſker, whether Pa:lon, Uicar, oꝛ Cas 
rate, confozmable in his Dod ine and Life to che holy 
Rule and great example of the Lord Jeſus Chritt 2 Js: he 
a man of a ſtudious, ſober, peaceable, unblameable and ex- 
emplary life, foz Piety, Sanctity, Char ty, and Indu⸗ 
fry in his calling? Is he Gzabt, Podeſt, and Kegialar 
in his outward demeanoz, fo: Vairs and Cl/thes, ac- 
cozding to the Conſtitutions and Cuſtomes of the Church 
of England? Js his Company, Carriage and Converſa- 
tion in Moꝛd and Deed luch as becometh a Minifer 
of the Go'ypel , who remembers the great account 
he muſf give fo2 his own and other mens Sculs coms 
mitted to his charge? 

X. Js he ready to viſic the Sick, and to perfoꝛm 
thole Offices to them which are required in the Church of 
England; al o to Baptiſe any Infant in danger of Death, 
when he is defired ſo to do? Js any Infant o o⸗ 
ther by his default yet unbaptized in pour Pariſh Doth 
he refu'e to give the Sacrament to any in your Pariſh, 
and foz what Cauſe? oz doth he give it to ſuch as ars 
ſcandalous notozions ſinners, oꝛ ſuch as are excommuni- 
cate, 02 refuſe to be recenciled to their Neighbon. s ? 

XI. Doth pour Pmiſfter Marry any perſons in pu⸗ 
vate Yon'es , 02 ſrich as*me under Age, not having 
the conſent of their Parents o2 Gnardians> Doth he 
marry any without Bannes fi: publiſhed three Duns 
dayes 02 Holy-dayes in the Church? Doth he marcy 
-at other Moures than betweene eight and twelve 
in the Forenoone, withent having any Licence ſo to do ? 
XII. Bath pour ꝙ niſter taken upon him to apyoint 
anp publick oz paivate Faſts, Prophecyings, oz Religi- 
ous exerciſes, witheut lawfull Authority? Dotd he in 

Si ataetely apprintca al the Forms porſcribed by 
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Authozity ? Doth he, oz any other Miniſter 02 Lay-per- 
(on, hold any Conventicle oz Religious meetings in pzivate 
houſes within your Pariſh, fo2 people of ſeverall Families 
to reſozt unto, contrary to the Laws and Canons in that 
caſe provided ? 

XIII. Js pour Piniffer conffantly Reſident 
pou? And how many wens ina pear hath he been ab- 
ſent from his Benefice ? Path he any Curate to aflif 
him in his abſence o2 paeſence ? Js that Curate in Holy 
Orders accozving to the Church of England? Bath be 
a Licence from his Biſhop to ſexve the Cure? Aud doth 
he carrp himſelf alſo as an able and diſcreet Mikiffer, 
and confozmable to the Church of England? What pear⸗ 
ty ſtipend hath he? 

XIV. Is there in pour Pariſh beſide the Parſon, oꝛ Vi- 
cat and Curate, any thatP2eacheth onely as a Lecturer? 
Is he in YolyD2ders, and confozmable to the Church 
of England, and Licenced by the of this iDiocele ? 
Doth he read Divine Service befoze his Lecture, andin 
all things demean himſelf as is muſt to: the Peace of the 
Charch of England and of pour Pariſh > - 

XV. Dath pour Pinifter give notice of and duly ab- 
ſerve Bolyaayes, Feſtivals, oz Faffs, with other (0- 
tenm times, as Ember and Regation (Weeks, .accoz- 
ding — by the Laws and Canons of this Church ap- 


— 


Tir. IV. 
Concerning Pariſhioners. 


I. FS there anp in pour Pariſh that gre reputed Hece- 
Ie IE — 

; 8 3 on 
what is Eftabilthed in this Church, ſeg ueing bens from 
it, and cayling agatuſt it? fre there gy convicted Papils, 
anon Anabaptiſts, Familiſts, Quakers, and other 1 


tiſts in pour Pariſh ? 
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II. Js there any perſon in your Pariſh that lyeth under 
any common fame a vehement ſuſpicion of Adukery, 
Fornication, 92 Inceſt? Arg there any common Dans 
kards, Dw:a:ers, oz Blaſphemers of Gods Name, and 
his Holy Word ? Are any noted foz railers, unciean and 
filthy tatkers, oz ſowers of ſedition, oz living in diſcozd and 
contention ? Are there any excommunicated by the cen- 
ſures of the Church, and not pet reconciled ? 

III. Do any of pour Pariſh p2ofane the Lords-day, by 
neglecting of publick Holy Duties, oz by doing the works 
of their ocdinary callings, oz hy uſing unlawful Recreatis 
ons, oz permitting their Children and Servancs ſo ta do? 
Do they duly obſerve other Holy-dayes, Feſtivals, oz Faſts 
appointed by Authoricy, foz the advancement of piety, 
charity, and devotion ? 

Iv. Do thoſe that inhabic oz ſojourn in your Pariſh duly 
reſozt to your Church oz Chappel, there to God 
accozding to the Religion of the Church of England ? De | 
thgy come thither,and continue there during Divine Ser- 
vice, Sermons, and other Holy Duties, with that reve- 
rence, 02der and decency, humble and devout 
Chaiſfians , as is required by the Laws, Canons, und lau- 
dable cuſtoms of the Church of England? 

v. Are there in your Partſh any that refuſe to have their 
Infant Children Baptized by pour Piniffer? oz do they kia 
them unbaprtized longer than this Church alloweth ? Art 
there any _ oʒ moe aged perſons in your Pariſh not 

Baptized ? 
Pl. every Houſe-holder in your Pariſh cauſe their 
Children, Apprentices and Servants to learn the Church 
Catechiſme, and give account of it to pour Pinilker, as he 
ſhall require it in the Church on Sundayes oz other Holy- 
dayes, as is appointed? And when they are therein well 
inſtructed, do they take care to habe them bzought by che 
Pinilter to Confirmation, when occaſton is offered, by the 
1 of all ſpiritual gifts and graces in 
? 


VII. Js there any perſon in pour Pariſh, who being fis- 
B 2 tien 
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teen years of age, and well inſtcucte d in Religion, neglecketh 
o2refuſeth to receive the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lozds 
Supper at leat thꝛæ times in one year (of which Eaſter to 
be one?) Do all receive this Sacred Myſtery with that 
out ward geſture of humility, reverence, and lowly adozati- 
on, which becomes them to their God and Saviour, 
meekly kneeling, accoꝛding to the Oꝛder and Cuſtam of the 
Church of England ? 

VIII. Are there any of pour Pariſh who do keep familiar 
Society with them that are excommunicated,ſo as to coun⸗ 
tenance them in their ſins, oꝛ encourage them in their con⸗ 
tumacy ? 

IX. Are there any of pour Pariſh who are known oz ſu⸗ 
ſpected to be unl awfully mazryed, zontrary to the Laws of 
God and this Church? Are there any who having been 
tawfully. divozced da live together again; oꝛ who being 
1a\vfully marryed: and not divozced, do pet live afunder > 

X. Are there any marryed Women in pour Pariſh, 
who after their ſafe deltvery from Child-birch refu'e 00 
make their humble and publick thankſgiving to God fog To 
great a mercy, acco:ding to the Rites and Appoint nent 
of the Church of England? 

XI. Ae there any of your Pariſh: who reſuſe to pay 
their Ealter-Offerings and other Duties to por Miniſter ; 
oꝛ to pay the Rates aſſeſſed on them foz the repaire and pro- 
viſions of the Church? 

XII. Do any among peu refuſe to bury their dead accoz- 
ding to the Fozms and Rites of thz Chucch of England, 
which are ſo conſonant to the faith, hope, and charity of 
true Chriſtians, towards thoſe that dye in the peace of the 
Church? Are there any Wills o2 Teſtaments of perſons 
d2adin pour Pariſh yet unproved , oꝛ any Gods Admini- 
fired without a legal grant from the D2dinary ? Do ym 
know of any Legacies given to your Church, oꝛ the pw, o: 
other pious and charitable uſes, not yet received by pou, 
92 detained from you? 

XIII. Do pon know oꝛ have heard of any in pour Pa⸗ 
riſh, who having the pꝛeſent ition of an Eccleſiaſtical Li- 


ving, 
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ving, hath made any Si noniacal compact oz gain thereby, 
either in mony, 02 by reſerve of any part of the Tithes 02 
Glebe belonging to that Benefice ? 

XIV. Mave any Pews oz Seats ben erected in pour 
Church oz Chappel without leave from the D2dinary ? Js 
there any ſtcife 02 contention about Sears in the Church? 
Yave any occaſtoned Riot, Clamor, oz Pighting in the 
Church at any time? 3 


ir 
Concerning Pariſh-Clerks and Sextons belonging 
to the Church. 


Ave you a Pariſh-Clerk, who ts of a ſober life and 
99d repo2t ? Js he able foꝛ Reading, TUriting,and 
Singing as a Clerk? Js he choſen by pour Miniſter and 
appꝛoved by the Pariſh ? Are his wages dal) paid him? 
II. Doth he 02 pour Sexton take care of the Church, 
to keep it lockt and clean, to open the dos, and to ring 
the Bells in due time, to call the living to the Wozthip of 
God ; alſo to admoniſh them by colling of a Paſſing-Bell 
of any that ace dying, thereby to med tate of their own 
Deaths, and to commend the others weak condition tothe 
mercy of God? 


TI. VI 


Concerning Ho oſpitals and Almes-houſes, Schools 
and School-maſters, Ph M ſicians, Chirurgeons, 
and Midwi pes. 


I; VV Hoſpital, Almes-houſe,o2 Free- chool hath 

been Founded in pour Parich ? Are they ſo oꝛde⸗ 
red in the Revenue and Uſe as the Founders 2 and 
the Law of the Land allows ? II. What 
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II. —— 2 is 1— in 
Pariſh ? Is be (92 icence 91 
1 ? Doth he inſtruc his Scholars in the Ca- 
techiſme and Religion of the Chutch of England, accogs 
ving to that Confocmicy and Ordet which is eſtabliſhed 4s 
netella p fo the Publick Peace? 
III. Do any in your Parich practiſe Phyſick, Chirur- 
gery 0z Midwifery, without Licence from the Davinary ? 


— 


Tin. © oF 
Concerning Church-Wardens and Side-men. 


I. Re the Church-wardens of your Pariſh yearly 
choſen acco ding to Lay, and do they appoint Side- 
men to alliſt them fo2 the due o2dering of che Church? 

II. Yabe the laſt Church-wardens given up their ac- 
counts to thoſe that ſucceed them, together with all mo- 
r and other things belonging to your Church oz Chap- 

? 

rein Do your Church · wardens and Side- men diligent⸗ 
ly take notice of their names, who without a ſufficient 
cauſe are abſent from Divine Service and Sermons on the 
Lords-dayes and other Yolp-dayes ? Do they by Warranc 
keom the next Juſtices levy 12. pence by wap of diſtreſle 
(acco2ding to Law) upon their Gods, in caſe they refuſe to 
pdp it, foꝛ their wilful and cauſeleſſe abſence ? and is the 
money lo levyed dilfributed to the pw2 of pour Pariſh, and 
kept upon account in a Book? 

IV. Do vou ſuffer none to ffand idle, oz to play, oz 
walk, oz talk together, oꝛ to behave chemſelves rudely and 
unſeemly within oz without the Church during the time 
of Gods Holy Worſhip and Service, to the ſcandal and 


diſturbance of the iniſter and Congregation ? 

V. Do pou provide fine Whice-Bread and good Wine 
againſt eve:y Communion, &ccoading to the number of 
Communicants ? 


VI. Do 
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VI. Do you cauſe all rangers who peach in pour 
Church to enter their names in a Book, and by what Bi⸗ 
op they are Licenced to Pzeach? 

VII. Have pou taken care to give a true Anſwer unto 
theſe Articles, and to dꝛa w up pour preſentments accoz- 
ding to pour Oaths, conſulting with pouc Miniſter and os 


ther Neighbours ? 


— — 


His you are ſeriouſly to conſider, That as the 

faithful diſcharge of your offices according to 
your Oaths and Duties is a ſpecial means to re- 
preſs, puniſh, and reform ſins, ſcandals, and diſorders 
in your Pariſh ; alſo to preſerve the Honour of Religi- 
en and the Peace of this Church, to the glory of onr 
God and Saviour (which are the great Uſes and 
Ends of all Church- Government and Diſcipline : 
So if you negle& your Duties herein, you fin a- 
gainſt God, your Conſciences, and the Churches 
Proſperity, being liable, in caſe of wilful Omiſſion 
and Perjury, to thoſe Puniſhments which are by 
the Law to be inflicted on you for your defaults. 


The Miniſters of every Pariſh, are deſired to 
give in the Names of ſuch as having not yet recei- 


ved the Lords Supper, are by them upon examina- 
tion judged fit for Confirmation, and ſo for the 


Holy Communion, 


IKB END 


